Wootton Wawen Ward District Clir. lan Shenton

Proud to represent Bearley, Mappleborough Green, Ullenhall, Wootton Wawen

Mobile: 07971 343074 Email: ian.shenton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

District Councillor’s report for Ullenhall Parish Council 5th August 2025

If you need to contact me, please email me as I aim to respond within 24 hours otherwise
leave a message on my mobile phone. I am here to help you.

District Issues

Very few meetings are held during the months of July and August at District level as officers, staff and
councillors are on annual leave. During July I have attended just two meetings and in August I have
one meeting so news is always a little thin at these times so my report for this month is limited.

Issues Log

These are the current issues I have outstanding.

Ref ~ |Date - Parish/Town ¥ |Cor - |Issue ~ | = |Action 1 -
5 12/05/2025 Ullenhall D |1StMary's Close - hedge overgrowing footpath

16 20/05/2025 Ullenhall D |The Roundhouse - car park space created on public highway 22/05/2025 Alex O'Keefe investigating of PE

17 13/05/2025 Ullenhall D |25/00524/LDE April House, Redditch Rd, B95 5NY - non authoriesed work 22/052025 Tini looking into this

39 25/07/2025 Ullenhall D |Hardcore laid in field opposite Moat Farm Stud

With regards to the projects that weren't finished before I retired as County Councillor, Clir James Crocker is
picking these up and will make a decision on supporting is minded to support finishing these e.g. the 20mph
scheme etc. but this is a decision that is for Cllr Crocker and REFORM.

New Warm Homes grant funding available for home energy upgrades.

The latest Department of Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) grant programme, Warm Homes Local Grant
(WHLG) is now open for applications. DESNZ funding has been supplemented by Stratford-on-Avon District Council
and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

The WHLG scheme will build on the success of the Home Upgrade Grant 2 scheme which saw 98 properties
occupied by lower income households upgraded. The WHLG funding aims to improve the warmth and comfort of
more of the worst performing homes across the district, whilst also reducing energy bills, carbon emissions and
levels of fuel poverty.

Full details, including eligibility criteria, can be found on our website: Warm Homes Local Grant | Stratford-on-
Avon District Council

Residents should be directed to contact Act on Energy (phone 0800 988 2881) to find out if they are eligible for
this scheme, as well as other grant funding and general advice on fuel bills and energy saving.

Please email leah.macdonald@stratford-dc.gov.uk for more information.

Stratford-on-Avon District Council's Cabinet to discuss Warwickshire wide plans for Local
Government

On Monday 7 July, Stratford-on-Avon District Council's Cabinet discussed a report which could help define the
future of Local Government in Warwickshire.

All of Warwickshire's District and Borough Councils along with Warwickshire County Council would be affected by
the plans suggested in the English Devolution White Paper , which is the Government's statement of its plans to
devolve power from Westminster to local areas and reform local government.

The District Council was being asked to determine which option under local government reform is its preference.

The Deloitte report , paid for by Stratford District Council, evaluates the two proposals which were identified by
Council in the "interim plan" in March, these being:

e Option 1 - A single unitary Single unitary model:
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratford.gov.uk%2Fpeople-communities%2Fwarm-homes-local-grant.cfm&data=05%7C02%7CIan.Shenton%40stratford-dc.gov.uk%7Cf00efce1c0b9422afa6508ddc9298238%7Cea0773dc0dec4c50a4c9bc26a247ed21%7C1%7C0%7C638887902309487055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=csiFLd0%2BaD3aaNBJDlhS9K24Ns%2BfjMXtiDwyK3X8SeE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratford.gov.uk%2Fpeople-communities%2Fwarm-homes-local-grant.cfm&data=05%7C02%7CIan.Shenton%40stratford-dc.gov.uk%7Cf00efce1c0b9422afa6508ddc9298238%7Cea0773dc0dec4c50a4c9bc26a247ed21%7C1%7C0%7C638887902309487055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=csiFLd0%2BaD3aaNBJDlhS9K24Ns%2BfjMXtiDwyK3X8SeE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.actonenergy.org.uk%2Farea%2Fwarwickshire&data=05%7C02%7CIan.Shenton%40stratford-dc.gov.uk%7Cf00efce1c0b9422afa6508ddc9298238%7Cea0773dc0dec4c50a4c9bc26a247ed21%7C1%7C0%7C638887902309512289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2MfTnDX0sZj%2FHoGAq%2BTpZ77i3d7D2UQx9wivg1lqPQU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:leah.macdonald@stratford-dc.gov.uk
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=485&MId=6793
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s74013/Appendix%204.pdf
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e Asingle
unitary council based on the existing geography of the five Borough and District Councils and the County
Council.

e Option 2 - A two-unitary council model as follows:

e Based on the existing boundaries of North Warwickshire Borough Council, Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough
Council, Rugby Borough Council, and part of Warwickshire County Council.

e Based on the existing boundaries of Stratford-on-Avon District Council and Warwick District Council and part of
Warwickshire County Council.

The report was discussed at Stratford-on-Avon District Council's Cabinet meeting on Monday 7 July, and at Council
on the 14% July and the Lib Dems along with the Greens (who tend to back the Lib Dems on most issues) decided
a two unitary option was their preferred way forward which will then be used as the basis for engagement and
consultation.

My view, as reported in the Stratford Herald website week ending 18t" July 2025 is that I start from a
“One Warwickshire” standpoint but want to see the County’s report and will make my final decision once I have
both sets of papers covering both options. I also emphasised the need to keep any reports simple, jargon free,
free of wild claims of one option or the other will deliver greater benefits to residents. This will allow residents to
make an informed decision rather than one based on wild claims and reports of hundreds of pages which will just
turn everyone off and confuse. I therefore did not vote for the recommendation as my thoughts were,
how can you sensibly recommend a course of action if you are not in possession of all the facts. That
simple premise seemed to desert many councillors at the meeting with them voting along Party lines based on
incomplete information.

One thing is for certain though, whichever option is ultimately chosen, local democracy is the loser.

A dedicated webpage for Local Government Reorganisation has been created, which includes a Frequently Asked
Questions section and a timeline for Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire - Local Government
Reorganisation and Devolution | Stratford-on-Avon District Council

The District Council's Cabinet and Full Council will be asked to make a final decision in November 2025.
Background information

What is Local Government Reorganisation?

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) is the process in which the structure and responsibilities of local
authorities are reconfigured. The English Devolution White Paper also sets out that new, larger unitary authorities
will replace district, borough and county councils.

Given 60% of the country already has Strategic Authorities (mayoral authorities) and unitary councils, it is seeking
to reorganise local government in areas that still have county and districts - replacing them with unitary councils,
which deliver all the services. The Local Government Reorganisation Interim Plan for Warwickshire was discussed
at Council on Monday 17 March and submitted on 21 March 2025. A webcast recording of the meeting is

available here .

Timeline

Date Action

6 February 2025 Statutory invitation received from Government to submit unitary proposals

17 March 2025 Councillors agreed the approach for the interim plan to be submitted to Government
21 March 2025 Interim Plan on Local Government Reorganisation proposal submitted to Government

28 November 2025 Submit full Local Government Reorganisation proposal

May 2027 Proposed elections (Shadow authorities)

Page 2 of 4

OFFICIAL


https://www.stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/local-government-reorganisation-and-devolution.cfm
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/local-government-reorganisation-and-devolution.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s72982/20250317%20-%20Cabinet%20-%20Local%20Government%20Reorganisation%20-%20Appendix%202.pdf
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=140&MId=6833
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OazvKRO32M&list=PLS-dKiqFOQRM6hVZb28WkfzqWfiy-89Ix&index=40
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April 2028 Vesting day for new unitary councils

Police News

The following table covers the whole of Alcester North for the month
of May.
Top reported crimes Crime levels overview
Most commonly reported crimes during May 2025 Crime for last year
Violence and sexual offences 30 Crime per Month
Anti-social behaviour 28
Vehicle crime 18 m
Other theft 14 Ty T oy -

REFORM & the County Council — The Leader of the County resigned recently, due to health reasons and, as
I said in last month’s report, I hope that his health now improves. The role of Leader is a challenging one. His
Deputy, George Finch was formally elected as the new Leader. The vote was a tight one and the Chair of the Full
Council meeting had to use his casting vote but no matter what my thoughts are on the policies of REFORM I
really hope that ClIr. Finch and all the other Councillors of all parties can find a way to work together for the
benefit of Warwickshire.

It doesn’t help residents if councillors of other parties are obstructive or undermine the Chief Executive, officers,
or staff. They must try and find a way to work together and not make headline grabbing comments that offend
many more than they help, otherwise it is going to be a long three years until the new Unitary Council is brought
to life.

Speeding — We have seen the camera team nearly every week for the last six weeks in Wootton Wawen, which
is good news. We also had a meeting with Manuela Perteghella on the 4% °f July to discuss what she can do to
help. Based on what Manuela has said to me privately her role is to write a letter to the Highways department at
County as she accepts that it is the County Councillor that must push hard. I had to amend the minutes produced
by Manuela’s team as they misunderstood what the temporary trailer camera system was approved for but since
then I have heard nothing from Manuela or het team. The issue was that new trailer mounted cameras are going
to be deployed and they are type approved for this but whilst Sally Rolfe, representing the Police, highlighted
that these could be used in pairs and used as average speed cameras they are not type approved for this use.
Put simply, they cannot be used yet in pairs as a mobile average speed camera set. This is months away (possibly
a year or two) as they will need to be trialled and the results verified to be used like this otherwise any
prosecutions in Court will fail.

Sally Rolfe has confirmed to me that this is the case and that whilst the cameras will be deployed as individual
speed check cameras, they will not be a permanent fixture in any one location.

Food Waste - Just a reminder

W~ LNEIT
.. YOUR WAY

& Line your food caddy your own way!

7\ wo
Y] ; All our food waste gets processed at Severn Trent Green Power’s
il Coleshill Anaerobic Digestion Plant. At this facility, they remove all
: 4 types of food liners - plastic or biodegradable, before processing the

food waste. So, you can use ANY bag to line your caddy!
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Local Climate
Engagement Scheme

The South Warwickshire Local Climate Engagement Programme is being relaunched to support rural communities
to tackle climate change and restore nature.

The programme is interested in hearing about more place-based ideas that fall into the following areas:

¢ Climate Change Mitigation (e.g.: solar panels, building insulation, car-sharing, repair cafés, community
kitchens)

¢ Climate Change Adaptation (e.g.: flood defences, rainwater harvesting, shaded outdoor spaces,
upgrading local facilities)

e Biodiversity Enhancement (e.g.: tree planting, habitat restoration, bee hotels, community orchards)

Join us on Friday 17 October 2025 at Leamington Spa's Town Hall, where communities and councils will convene
to share best practice, develop the network, and pool resources, helping to shape the future of local climate
action.

Details will be released in the coming weeks: sign up to the Local Climate Engagement Newsletter for updates .

Funding Opportunities

Community Climate Change and Nature Fund Round Three is open for applications!

In April this year, Stratford-on-Avon District Council's Cabinet approved a further £150,000 to be allocated from
the Climate Change Reserve to the Community Climate and Nature Fund (CCNF), for the next round of funding.

The fund will provide opportunities for the following groups to apply for grant funding:
e Town and parish councils
e  Properly constituted community and charity groups
e Sports clubs
To apply, organisations must be operating within the Stratford-on-Avon District area.
The fund is now open for applications!

Following feedback from the last two rounds, there will be no deadline for applications. Instead, the fund will
remain open for a year, meaning applicants can submit their applications at any point until April 2026.

If you have any queries, please get in contact with us via email: climate.emergency@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire to host stage four of the Lloyds Tour of Britain Men

Warwickshire will welcome the return of the world's top cyclists this September with a testing hilltop finish, as the
county hosts stage four of the Lloyds Tour of Britain Men on Friday 5 September.

Stage four will take in all five boroughs and districts of Warwickshire (North Warwickshire Borough; Nuneaton and
Bedworth Borough; Rugby Borough; Warwick District; and Stratford-on-Avon District), as the county hosts the
Lloyds Tour of Britain Men for the first time since 2019, with a stage heading from Atherstone to the ever-popular
hilltop finish at Burton Dassett Hills Country Park.

The challenging finale will see riders tackling the 700-metre climb of Burton Dassett Hills, averaging almost 9%
gradient, on three occasions in the closing kilometres, the final time for the stage finish, making for a great
location to see the riders at their limit on multiple occasions.

Don’'t lose your vote - residents in Stratford-on-Avon District
urged to check voter registration details.

Page 4 of 4

OFFICIAL
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