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County Councillor’s report as of 3rd September 2024 

During August, most meetings are cancelled so as officers and staff at both District and County take 

their annual leave, so news is thin on the ground. At the October meeting I will be making an 

announcement about the County Council elections next May 

District News 

Delay on replacement UBUS service - rom September, Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) and Warwickshire County 

Council's (WCC) joint UBUS service was due to be replaced by a new Demand Responsive Transport Service (DRT) solely from 

Warwickshire County Council. However, the new DRT service is now planned to be introduced on 4 November. This is to allow 

more time for WCC to procure the new service and manage the migration from the existing service. The District Council and 

WCC have worked with the existing providers to extend UBUS, so residents can continue to access the transport across the 

District until the new service is in place. 

During this time, from 31 August, four buses instead of five will be operating the UBUS service until 1 November, although all 

other details including booking, operating times and areas covered will remain the same. 

South Warwickshire Local Plan Housing Update - Stratford-on-Avon District Council and Warwick District Council are 

working together to prepare a Local Plan for the South Warwickshire  area. At the Joint Cabinet / Executive Committee  meeting 

that took place at the beginning of August, both Councils endorsed a study which set out that 1,679 dwellings per annum 

should be delivered to meet the area's future housing needs in the next version of the emerging Local Plan. All Local 

Authorities are required by law to prepare a Local Plan for their respective areas, setting out which areas should be developed, 

and which areas should be protected for at least the next 15 years.   The endorsed figure of 1,679 per annum will now be used 

as the basis for the next version of the emerging South Warwickshire Local Plan, known as the Preferred Options, which will be 

consulted upon with the public in the coming months.  

It was also recognised at the meeting; the new Government had launched a public consultation on a series of major changes to 

the planning system which if implemented would substantially impact on the South Warwickshire Local Plan. This includes a new 

'standard method' which would require very many more homes to be built across South Warwickshire to meet local needs than is 

currently contained within the HEDNA, which is some 2,178 homes per year, almost a 30% increase on the endorsed 

figures. Consequently, Members of the committee recognised there will be a need for flexibility to potentially accommodate the 

new 'standard method' in the preferred options version of the plan and that further versions of the plan, as it is taken forward to 

adoption, will need to reflect on the outcome of the Government's public consultation, which concludes on 24 September.  

Taxis working across borders face Council and Police checks - At the end of July, a joint operation was held with 

Warwickshire Police and the Licensing Departments from Stratford-on-Avon District Council, Warwick District Council and the 

City of Wolverhampton Council, to carry out checks on taxis in Stratford-upon-Avon. The focus was to ensure that all licensed 

vehicles were complying with safety regulations, and to maintain public safety. 30 vehicles were checked, with one vehicle being 

taken off the road for no brake lights, three were taken off the road by Warwickshire Police and reported for tyre 

offences.  Another vehicle was suspended due to the condition of the interior, but the suspension was lifted once it was re-

presented in a clean condition. The inspections are essential due to the increasing practice of drivers working outside the areas 

where they are licensed.  Operations such as these are crucial for protecting public safety and maintaining the high standard that 

is expected of drivers and their licensed vehicles.  They help to ensure that drivers comply with vehicle standards, insurance 

requirements and driver conditions. 

Experiences Sought from Survivors of Domestic Abuse to Help Inform Local Services - Stratford-on-Avon District 

Council is supporting Warwickshire County Council in looking for experiences of survivors of Domestic Abuse to help inform local 

services and support. If you've experienced domestic abuse, or you know someone who has - please help Warwickshire to better 

understand why people find it hard to reach out for support. This can be done by: 

Visiting https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/ 

Emailing VAWG@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Support services for survivors of domestic abuse in Warwickshire can be found here https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/support-

services 

 

 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=776&MId=6685&Ver=4
https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/
mailto:VAWG@warwickshire.gov.uk
https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/support-services
https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/support-services
https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/support-services
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County News 

Small works - 

Gully Cleaning and potholes – Please ensure that all gullies that need cleaning and potholes that need repairing are recorded 

on the County website using the link mentioned below. In the case of potholes, if you record these through the Parish Clerk you 

will automatically receive a message when the repair has been carried out. This is a more efficient way of handling issues going 

forward as we have installed new software which is more dynamic in what it can do. Potholes should be reported through the 

directly on the WCC website https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4085/warwickshire-county-council-encourages-

residents-to-report-road-issues .  

In addition, over the last few months I have asked whether a Parish Council could pay for the gulley cleaner and 

employ them to clear specified gullies and the answer is positive . The cost would be £1,000 per day plus an extra 

£500 per day if traffic management were required. Please let me know if you would like to take advantage of this and  

send me a list of the gullies that need to be jetted. I will then liaise with the team at County and ensure that the route needed to 

clear these would be feasible in the time allowed and whether traffic management would be required. 

Let me know if you have any small roadworks, white lining, or Rights of Way issues I will investigate these for you and get a 

quote for any works that need to be conducted. . To report a Highway fault, use this link  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reportaproblem .  

I haven’t included my small works log this month as nothing has changed since last month. 

Tree planting funding  

The application window for community groups to apply for funding to create new orchards and micro woods has been extended 

until the end of 2024. 

Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5509/community-groups-given-longer-to-apply-for-tree-planting-

funding-in-warwickshire 

Free child car seat check events return across Warwickshire in September Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership is 
inviting all residents to attend free child car seat checking events being held throughout Warwickshire between 16 and 20 
September. Warwickshire Road Safety. More details can be found using this link. 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5512/free-child-car-seat-check-events-return-across-warwickshire-in-september 

Other issues in nearby Parishes 

Wall by the Church on South side of WW, south of the village centre – Repairs were due to start on the 1st of July and be 
completed by the 31/08/2024. There has been a robust challenge to the architects representing the Church by County and 
myself as the delay in commencing the repairs is unacceptable. Coupled with this the lights have caused issues by failing on 
several occasions . They are planning to phase the works so that the lights can be removed as soon as possible and have been 
told by county that they must keep the Parish Council and myself updated on progress. One issue may be that the Church do not 
have sufficient funds to repair this as extraordinarily little progress has been made. After complaining about the number of times 
that the lights fail the Church and its agents have agreed to have operatives in place during peak rush hour times to ensure that 
there is someone on hand to reset the lights should they fail. Unfortunately, the operatives have not been turning up on time 
and so additional sanctions may be necessary to ensure that there are operatives there during the agreed times. This is all at the 
Church’s cost not the council taxpayer. 

 

COVID-19 

COVID-19 is still in circulation, so we are reminding you of the importance of 

washing your hands regularly with soap and water. 

If soap and water are unavailable, use a hand sanitiser with at least 60% alcohol 

to clean your hands 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4085/warwickshire-county-council-encourages-residents-to-report-road-issues
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4085/warwickshire-county-council-encourages-residents-to-report-road-issues
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reportaproblem
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5509/community-groups-given-longer-to-apply-for-tree-planting-funding-in-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5509/community-groups-given-longer-to-apply-for-tree-planting-funding-in-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5512/free-child-car-seat-check-events-return-across-warwickshire-in-september
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Other County Council News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always feel free to contact me at any time to discuss any issues that you feel I can 

help with, and I will do my absolute best to help. 

 

Warwickshire Libraries What’s On Guide  

Warwickshire Libraries is celebrating one year of National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) status with Arts Council England, with 

the launch of the service’s new What’s on Guide for Summer 2024. Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5339/warwickshire-libraries-launches-what-s-on-guide-as-service-

celebrates-one-year-with-arts-council-england  

Lung Cancer Screening 

When lung cancer is caught early, it is easier to treatment. That’s why the NHS is offering people who 

are GP registered, aged 55-74 and have ever smoked a lung check to make sure everything is ok. 

Take five steps to wellbeing  

There is lots of useful information available about the benefits of spending time outdoors over 

the summer to improve your physical and mental wellbeing. Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5498/take-five-steps-to-improve-your-wellbeing-

this-summer 

Heritage open days at Warwickshire libraries  

Did you have school milk in little glass bottles or take your dinner money into school in a small brown envelope? From 

September 6, education is the theme of Heritage Open Days at Warwickshire libraries. Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5506/local-history-education-displays-at-warwickshire-libraries  

Nature Recovery Strategy  

Did you know England is widely considered to be one of the most nature-depleted countries in the 

world following historic and ongoing declines? 

The natural world needs all our help to recover.  

Complete the survey today: https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/nature-recovery/  

Cycle September 2024  

Cycle September begins on Sunday, have you signed-up yet? Join the hundreds of cyclists across 

Warwickshire who are getting on their bikes, logging trips with the Love to Ride app to be in with a 

chance of winning fantastic prizes. Do it now: https://www.lovetoride.net/warwickshire  

Chimney Fire Safety Week  

Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service is backing this year’s national Chimney Fire Safety Week, which 

runs from 2 to 8 September 2024 by encouraging residents with open fires and chimneys ensure that 

they are properly maintained. Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5503/get-

ready-for-chimney-fire-safety-week  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5339/warwickshire-libraries-launches-what-s-on-guide-as-service-celebrates-one-year-with-arts-council-england
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5339/warwickshire-libraries-launches-what-s-on-guide-as-service-celebrates-one-year-with-arts-council-england
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5498/take-five-steps-to-improve-your-wellbeing-this-summer
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5498/take-five-steps-to-improve-your-wellbeing-this-summer
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5506/local-history-education-displays-at-warwickshire-libraries
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/nature-recovery/
https://www.lovetoride.net/warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5503/get-ready-for-chimney-fire-safety-week
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5503/get-ready-for-chimney-fire-safety-week
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Police News 

  

 

Ticket fraud  

       Getting ready to buy those Oasis tickets?         

If you're booking tickets for any gig or event, stay safe and only buy tickets from a venue’s box 

office, official promoter/agent or well-known, reputable ticket site.  

For more advice visit: http://star.org.uk/buy_safe  

#SafeInWarwickshire 

Counter Terrorism – Vigilance  

Out and about today?  

Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings. If you see anything that doesn’t feel right report 

online in confidence at http://gov.uk/ACT    

In an emergency always call 999.  

#CommunitiesDefeatTerrorism #SafeInWarwickshire 

RSV vaccination in pregnancy  

If you’re 28 weeks pregnant you are eligible to have the respiratory syncytial virus #RSV 

vaccination to protect your unborn baby.  

Babies are vulnerable as they have small airways and limited immunity against #RSV.  

Please speak to your maternity service or GP surgery. 

RSV vaccination for older people  

From 1 September, people aged between 75 and 79, will be contacted by their GP surgery to book a 

slot for their respiratory syncytial virus #RSV vaccination.  

Please wait to be contacted. Older people are vulnerable to the disease, which can lead to 

hospitalisation. 

Force launching recruitment drive for volunteer police officers. We’re excited to launch a 

campaign to attract people from across Warwickshire to join us as part time volunteer police 

officers. Working in some of the most important areas of policing, Special Constables – known 

as Specials - get all the training and powers of regular police officers but with the bonus of 

fitting it around their existing job and other commitments. Specials enjoy the opportunity to 

meet people and gain new experiences while playing their part to protect their communities 

from harm. Specials can work as little as 16 hours per month, though many choose to do more. 

To help with our recruitment drive, we’re holding two discovery events for people to find out 

more about what it takes to become a Special, how they could make a positive difference, and 

learn skills that will stay with them for life. An online event will take place via Teams from 6pm 

to 9pm on Wednesday 11 September while there will be an in-person event a fortnight later (25 

September) at our police headquarters in Leek Wootton from 6pm to 9pm. Participants will be 

able to ask about everything from applying to the recruitment process and from training to 

questions about the role itself. We'll also have some of our current Specials on hand to talk 

about why they chose to join us. Our Specials come from all walks of life – bringing with them a 

multitude of different experiences and we’re keen to add to the ranks ahead of our next training 

intake in October. Anyone interested in learning more is encouraged to sign up for the events 

here https://forms.office.com/e/sTJg7ZVjLj 

There’s a wealth of information about becoming a Special on our website. We’ll also be posting 

more on our social media channels over the next few weeks where people will be able to 

discover more about the life of a Special and how to get involved. Every Special has a story. 

Join us to start writing yours 

http://star.org.uk/buy_safe
http://gov.uk/ACT
https://forms.office.com/e/sTJg7ZVjLj

