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District & County Councillors report as of 25tht" April 2024

At this time of the year many Parishes hold an annual Parish Assembly which is a chance for local groups and volunteers to
showcase what they do and what they have been doing over the last year. The ones I've already attended this month have been
well attended and I am always amazed and interested to see how many different types of groups we have in our communities.
There is literally something for everyone and the enthusiasm of the members is infectious and if I could I'd be joining groups in
all ten parishes that I cover, but sadly, there is not enough time in my days to do this.

I am available most days of the week and my day regularly starts at 8am and runs to 10pm some days. Contacting me by email
is always best as I am often in meetings with residents, business owners, farmers, and officers.

I have received over 200 local requests on other issues ranging from potholes to broken or additional signage, double yellow
lines, trees, and parking fines within my County Council division. I receive around 60 emails a day, that's more than 21,000 a
year in my dual role as County Councillor for Arden Division and District Councillor for the Wootton Wawen Ward. Then there are
the committee reports that I must read, the latest one from the district is 286 pages long, brevity is definitely in short supply in
local government. I usually have two or three of these a week. My last 12 months have been dominated, locally, with 5 issues -
Flooding, Speeding, 20mph Scheme, Parking issues, potholes.

I have two 20mph schemes (Ullenhall and Henley in Arden) of which the Henley 20mph scheme is complete apart from the
double yellow lines that should have been painted near to the Station. Now the weather is improving I have asked for this to be
completed as soon as possible. Ullenhall” s scheme will be completed this spring/summer.

Ullenhall Specific

Removal of trees and hedges from area in front of Greenacres - I am currently awaiting final responses from the Forestry
Commission, County Highways, SDC Planning Enforcement and the Tree Officer at SDC

Emergency Planning - Follow up note sent to Tony Perks Deputy Chief Executive on 25/04/2024. Late on the 25" I received
the following responses (in blue) top my questions

e Do you hold any details on emergency planning for Ullenhall? - I am not aware that we do

o Does SDC, WALC or the LGA offer any assistance in the creation of a plan or an updated plan? - Julie Lewis leads on
Emergency Planning for SDC I am sure that we could help in some way

e If Ullenhall prepare one should a copy be lodged with SDC, the County or both? - Whilst I do not think there are any
formal requirements, it would be good to be aware of the plan

Church Lane sign - Highways Area Team Manager-Stratford District Area has instructed one of his team to investigate this
whilst the Localities officer in on annual leave

Brookside/Mays Hill Car repair business — Whilst this is on the border of WW, HIA and Ullenhall I thought I would let you
know what is happening. I have submitted a formal complaint as have residents nearby as there are at least sixteen vehicles on
the garden land, plus there are seven vehicles evident and outside the paddock entrance, there are four vehicles. In addition,
the hoarding of items continues, the wood pile in front of the cars s a small example, with many other scrap materials also
sitting on the garden land. I am putting pressure on Planning Enforcement and the Head of Service having laid out the legal
position as I see it, using best practice from legal websites and other local authorities. I feel that there is direct action that can
be taken which for legal reasons I can’t include in this report.

St Mary'’s close - The Parish Council will need to survey all residents in that location to ensure that in principle they do all want
the green area in front of them converted to parking. In addition, consideration of the costs and how the scheme will be funded
needs to be considered. I will require approval via the meeting to go any further with this before commissioning plans. I am
informed by the small works team that this scheme is a possibility but unlikely to be funded by County in the current financial
climate.

WW Small works - Let me know if you have any small roadworks, white lining, or Rights of Way issues I will investigate these
for you and get a quote for any works that need to be conducted. Potholes should be reported through the directly on the WCC
website https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4085/warwickshire-county-council-encourages-residents-to-report-road-
issues . To report a Highway fault, use this link https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reportaproblem . I haven’t included the log of
outstanding items this month as very little has changed since last month.

I have been asked if I would like to pay for the hire of a gulley cleaner from my budget, so that all the gullies in a
particular location, where we have a report of a blockage, will be cleared on the same day. This is a trial and will cost
£1,000 per day I have the gulley cleaner/jetter. I have 10 parishes, so this is potentially a big charge against my budget, but I
think that this is worth doing. Please ensure that any blocked gullies are logged as soon as you see them as the Localities Officer
will shortly be putting lists together for each location so that we can plan the routes.
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District Council News
Reminders

1. Home insulations Grants - The income eligibility criteria for Home Upgrade Grant - phase 2 (HUG2) funding has
increased to £36,000 a year. Some residents who may not have applied previously because they were over the first
£31,000 threshold may now be eligible. Even though we are now entering the warmer months, residents are
encouraged to apply to grants as soon as possible because there is a 3-to-6-month time frame from application to
installation. Apply now to be warm NEXT winter! Stratford-on-Avon District Council works alongside local energy experts
Act on Energy, to help administer all winter warmth grant funding. There are many types of funding. Paste this link into
your browser to read more about them and how to apply.https://www.stratford.gov.uk/peoplecommunities/green-

home-grants.cfm

2. Public Space Protection Order for Stratford Town Centre - Consultation - SDC is carrying out a 7-week Public
Space Protection Order (PSPO) consultation in Stratford-upon-Avon town centre. A PSPO is a control measure created
by the 2014 Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act. The orders deal with specific nuisances or problems in a
defined area that are 'detrimental to the community's quality of life' and are designed to tackle anti-social behaviour in
public places. The District Council is consulting regarding anti-social behaviour anywhere within the Town Centre when
consuming or possessing alcohol. The behaviour SDC is seeking to prohibit has been identified as detrimental,
persistent, and unreasonable to the area. For more information or to take part in this consultation, please visit the
District Council's website: www.stratford.gov.uk/Stratford-PSPO-Consultation. The consultation runs until 8 May 2024.

3. Stratford Leisure Centre Hosts Prostate Screening Event - On Sunday 28 April 2024 Stratford Leisure Centre will
host a prostate screening event. The event is being subsidised by SDC in partnership with The Graham Fulford
Charitable Trust (GFCT) and Everyone Active. The event will run from 10am until 4pm and people are able to book at a
discounted rate of £12.50. Spaces are limited, so make sure to book. The aim of the event is to make the local
community aware of the signs and symptoms of prostate cancer and to offer free prostrate PSA screening blood tests.
The statistics show that 1 in 8 men show positive signs of having prostate cancer but if caught and treated
early, the results of treatment are extremely good.

No Mow May Stratford-on-Avon District Council will be taking part in No Mow May this year, following the new grounds
maintenance contract and the Ecological Emergency Notice of Motion passed last week. No Mow May is one of the actions which
will preserve and enhance biodiversity within Stratford-on-Avon District. This aligns with our climate emergency declared in 2019
and with one of the District Council's Council Plan objectives:

e Increase and protect green spaces which positively affect nature recovery.

No Mow May has multiple positive impacts for biodiversity. Reduced mowing allows different plant species to grow, which
provides food sources for pollinators and other animals. Longer grass also provides wildlife with shelter. No Mow May also
reduces pollution, increases carbon sequestration, and reduces emissions by reducing fuel use. It is a contractual requirement
for No Mow May to be carried out on highway verges, on non-rural roads with a speed limit of 40mph or less. Some road
junctions will continue to be cut to maintain sight lines and not restrict the visibility of road users. No Mow May forms part of a
wider agenda to enhance biodiversity which is being delivered by Stratford-on-Avon District Council. Other measures that have
been delivered include tree planting, the creation of wildflower meadows on Council owned land and the declaration and
ecological enhancement of a new Local Nature Reserve.

Public Open Spaces Stratford-on-Avon District Council's Full Council, Monday 22 April, formally adopted its revised Open Space
Supplementary Planning Document following a public consultation, where all Public Open Space as part of new developments
will now be adopted by either the local Town/Parish Council or by the District Council. In November 2020, The Cabinet agreed to
change the way the District Council approaches the management and maintenance of public open space. This was in response to
the growing amount of public open space provided in associated with new development and concerns raised by residents about:

e Charges levied by the private management companies appointed by the developers to maintain the public open space
which are not always made transparent at the time of purchase, can change every year and are unlimited.

e  The quality of the maintenance work carried out.

Also, where a Parish or Town Council decides not to take ownership of public open space, the District Council would generally
take ownership of the land, with responsibility for ongoing maintenance. The option of passing maintenance responsibilities onto

a) Parish Council or Town Council
b) Stratford-on-Avon District Council
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The changes to Parts L of the Development Requirements SPD provides the District Council with the basis to fulfil its decision to
secure high quality open space as part of new development, and where appropriate, acquire and maintain public open spaces.
The decision to encourage Parish and Town Councils and failing that, the District Council, to adopt future open space is essential
to ensure that there is harmonious future management of these areas. This also addresses a key objective of our Council Plan to
increase and protect green spaces. Only in exceptional circumstances should any public open space remain in the ownership of
developers or their Management Companies. The management and maintenance of adopted Public Open Space by the District
Council will be covered by a 30-year commuted sum secured by a planning obligation (and captured in the associated Section
106 Legal Agreement). Beyond this period the cost of maintenance and repair will be the responsibility of the adopting Council.

SDC Receives Funding from Swimming Pool Support Fund - Rooftop solar panels will be installed at Stratford Leisure
Centre, following SDC's successful bid in Phase II of the Government's Swimming Pool Support Fund. SDC has been awarded
£283,000 to provide grant funding for capital investments to help swimming pools become more energy efficient. The funding
will be used to install Photo Voltaic (PV) panels on Stratford Leisure Centre's roof. This will help to reduce the Leisure Centre's
energy bills and save carbon emissions. It is anticipated that the size of the rooftop solar panel system to be installed will be
202.50kWp, housing 405 panels, yielding 849 kWh.

It is also anticipated that the Year 1 energy savings will generate 172,090kWh in electricity reductions. At the current rate, the
annual forecast savings post intervention will be £51,627. Based on the costs of the project, the expected payback period is just
under 5.5 years. No start date for the work has been agreed, but the installation needs to be completed by no later than 31
March 2025.

Appointment of Parish/Town Council Representatives to the Audit & Standards Committee - SDC values collaborative
working with Parish and Town Councils through their representatives. Two representatives nominated by Parish and Town
Councils are currently co-opted as non-voting members to the ASC. Their terms of appointment are due to end shortly and new
appointees will be sought One area of activity with which the ASC is concerned is the Code of Conduct with which councillors are
required to comply. The most recent report considered by the ASC on 25 March 2024 identified that thirteen of the sixteen
complaints against councillors involved parish rather than district councillors. All 81 parish councils within the district will be
invited to nominate up to two parish councillors to be considered for these appointments. A sub-committee of the ASC will be
established to consider nominations and to make recommendations to the ASC and subsequently Council on who should be co-
opted. It would be good to see two nominations from Ullenhall as I sit on this committee

Police News

These are the reported crimes closest to us

WOOTON WAWEN e Attempt Burglary. Pennyford Lane. Door lock snapped but entry not gained to premises. 1.35am Tuesday

16th April. 0017 16/04/2024

CLAVERDON e Burglary. Langley Road. Premised entered and car key stolen, subsequently a Grey BMW 5 series estate was also
stolen. 1am Wednesday 17th April. 0010 17/04/2024

County Council News

REG|¥T%RVEEDngTg Police and Crime Commissioner Elections 2024
.
A, JE SURE YOU'RE On 2 May 2024, the election of the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Warwickshire will be held.
D VOT!
m Sl Al On this day, you will be asked to vote for one candidate to become PCC, so make sure you are
s : registered to vote.

Flooding of homes - potential grants available - A reminder - You will be aware that Warwickshire is one of eight local
authorities in the country which received notification from government of potential financial support for residents, business
owners and farmers that have been affected by flooding. Can I please ask that if you are aware of any residents in your Parish
that have been affected by the flooding that you encourage them to contact our Flood Risk Management Team so that they can
be confirmed, and potential funding can be released. They can do this really simply through the Council’s website at: Flood Risk
Management — Warwickshire County Council Alternatively email the team with the details and we will get someone to drop a
leaflet off to them.

Longer summer opening makes recycling easier at your friendly local recycling centre
Warwickshire County Council is reminding residents that recycling will become even easier with extended summer opening times
in operation from 3 April.

Summer opening times for Burton Farm, Cherry Orchard, Hunters Lane, Judkins, Lower House Farm and Princes Drive.
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e Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday - 9:30 am to 3:15 pm
e Wednesday - 9:30 am to 6:15 pm
e Saturday and Sunday - 8:30 am to 5:45 pm

County News

New Electric Vehicle Parking Policy - Warwickshire County Council’'s commitment to achieving net zero across the county has
taken a step forward as its Cabinet approved a new Electric Vehicle Parking Policy. Warwickshire County Council’s
commitment to achieving net zero across the county has taken a step forward as Cabinet approved a new EV
(Electric Vehicle) Parking Policy. - This policy allows the council to make on-street EV charging bays ‘EV-Only.” They can
currently be used by all car types. Limiting availability to charging EVs only will enhance their availability for EV drivers across
the county. The updated parking policy comes as electric vehicle ownership in the region continues to steadily increase and
directly alignsy aligns with the council’s transport and environmental aims of prioritising sustainable travel and reducing harmful
emissions.

Strategic Economic Plan approved at Cabinet
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This is a Warwickshire-wide strategy that sets out the
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Warwickshire’s Strategic Economic Plan highlights the
work that the county and its partners are doing with

The three pillars of the Strategic Economic Plan each have
dedicated areas of focus which includes the actions that will be
taken to create impact and the outcomes.

The Ambitious Growth pillar encompasses supporting businesses
with high growth potential to start or scale i.e., grow organically at
a manageable rate and a future economic strategy will seek to
increase the numbers of businesses accessing finance. It highlights
how the county council will continue to foster research and

three pillars that are key to developing an economy
that is

fit for the future
that will grow and create jobs for all of the
county’s communities

e and will be sustainable and contribute to the
county’s net zero carbon emission targets.

development.

The infrastructure of the transport system and digital connectivity and ensuring that land supply meets the needs of growth are
key aspects.

Talent — attracting and retaining it with high-quality employment - is integral to Warwickshire’s growth. There are plans to work
with the Department for Business and Trade to investigate potential for exporting.

The Inclusive Growth pillar will target support for employment and will look to work on the outstanding success of the
Warwickshire Supported Employment Service, which has made such strides since its launch in engaging some of the county’s
residents who have previously struggled to find employment with businesses. It will also bring together local partners such as
the Growth Hub and the Chamber of Commerce and national partners including the Department for Work and Pensions.

Raising aspirations in low output areas of the county and developing clear career pathways will be among the targeted support
for employment, as the strategy seeks to level up opportunities across Warwickshire. Regeneration of priority areas and
empowering communities will be key to achieving this. The strategy will seek to encourage enterprise in such areas as well as in
under-represented groups such as women or minority ethnic backgrounds.

The developing jobs market is another core focus of the county’s planning with schools and colleges being supported to develop
career activity that is relevant for the needs of the future.
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Finally, Sustainable Growth, which will underpin businesses’ transition to net zero, makes up the third pillar. Supporting low
Carbon tech businesses and encouraging new ones while ensuring there are the skills in the job market to make the transition is
key to the plans for the strategy. Key partners will be assisted in decarbonising transport across the county. Businesses will be
supported to reuse, recycle, and reduce materials. Residents will be encouraged through various means across a range of council
services to increase the use of active travel; businesses will be supported in a move to using sustainable freight.

As always feel free to contact me at any time to discuss any issues that
you feel | can help with, and | will do my absolute best to help.

SOMETHING's
NOT RIGHT. .,

Child Exploitation

is happening in Warwickshire

8

Child Exploitation in Warwickshire

Do you know the signs to look out for and what to do if you think
something's not right? There are many different types of child exploitation.
Visit https://somethingsnotright.co.uk for advice. Child Exploitation is
happening. Don't ignore it. #SomethingsNotRight

somethingsnotright.co.uk

A439 Warwick Road improvement scheme

Work has been progressing well on the ongoing A439 Warwick Road improvement scheme in
Stratford-upon-Avon with construction of retaining walls at the Ingon Lane junction along with
progress on access for pedestrians and cyclists among the highlights.

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5127/a439-warwick-road-in-stratford-
upon-avon-update-early-april-2024

Smoking-related fire reduction

Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service (WFRS) is asking residents to consider the fire risk associated with smoking and the
steps to take to keep safe.

Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5122/fire-service-issues-advice-to-reduce-the-risk-of-smoking-

related-fires

HM Ravenua
&Customs

New changes to the
High Income Child
Benefit Charge

Child Benefit Changes

The threshold people start paying the High-Income Child Benefit Charge has increased to £60,000.If you
haven't claimed for your child, the new threshold will apply to any claims made from 6 April. Find out more
about the change and how to claim online: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-
high-income-child-benefit-charge

Keep an eye out
for your child's
school place

offer

National Offer Day - 16 April 2024

Warwickshire parents and carers who have applied for a school place for their child in
either Reception or Year 2 of a Junior School starting in September 2024 will get
their offer of a school place on 16 April.
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The sound of 4 mates aweek
being saved by seat belts

[T'NN

Seatbelt safety

Young drivers in Warwickshire are being reminded of the importance of wearing a seatbelt for every
journey - no matter how long or short that journey is.

Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5145/click-for-the-sound-of-seatbelt-
safety

Centenary Business

Centre success

A growing pharmaceutical company which has moved to a new home believes the support of a Warwickshire County Council

business centre is one

of the key reasons for its success.

Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5151/centenary-business-centre-integral-to-bhr-s-growth
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22 - 28 April 2024
#BeWaterAware

W ARK STILL O THE LODK-OUT FOR
PERFORAERS FOR OUR FIRST THREE TEENASE

§ DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG PERSON
THAT IS CONSIDERING HAVING A

Bike Month 2024

As we move into the warmer months with more hours of daylight, the County Council is
encouraging residents to dust off their bikes and explore the many benefits of an active travel
lifestyle.

Find out more about Bike Month: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5156/time-to-
get-those-bikes-out-of-storage-for-bike-month-2024

Be Water Aware

As the weather, albeit slowly, begins to heat up Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service is urging
all residents to Be Water Aware.

Find out more about staying safe around water:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5154/be-water-aware-campaign-launches-in-
warwickshire

Animal attraction hygiene

Warwickshire County Council (WCC) is reminding families of the simple steps they can take to
make sure they enjoy visits to farms and petting zoos safely throughout spring and summer.

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5157/the-importance-of-hand-
hygiene-when-visiting-animal-attractions

The Teenage Market North Warwickshire — Apply for a Stall
The Teenage Market gives young people a free platform to showcase their creative talents.

It's easy to sign up to have a stall at The Teenage Market, all they need to do is follow this
link: https://bit.ly/4cYIiESG

The Teenage Market North Warwickshire — Apply to perform

Do you know a young person that can sing, dance, or are part of a band? If so, The Teenage
Market would be perfect for them to showcase their talent, and put on a show.

They can apply here: https://bit.ly/3Q5cqGB
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